GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON ONE:
Jesus the Man 








In this first lesson of the ‘Growing in Grace’ Bible Course we would like to introduce you to the ‘person’ of Jesus.  We will investigate the mighty fact that Jesus is God and the wonderful event when He (for a time) became a man.

God has made us so that He may enjoy fellowship with us.  He loves us, and wants to be able to communicate with us in a deep and satisfying relationship.  This is only possible when we know His Son, Jesus, in a personal way.

A) Jesus lived on earth for 33 years.  He was a flesh and blood person and as such He came face to face with the same sort of situations as we do.  He felt physical needs such as hunger and thirst, He felt emotions like joy and grief.  He confronted the devil and the power of sin, and He experienced ordinary human desires and appetites.

The following Bible references reveal the humanity of Jesus.  Look them up, consider them, and from the list given below fill in the gaps.


was born,
became hungry, 
felt tired,

felt anguish,


grew up,
felt angry,

was thirsty,

felt compassion,


was physically wounded,

felt joy,


was tempted to sin,
wept

1
Luke 2:6,7
…………………………..
7
John 19:1,2
……………………………

2
Luke 2:40 & 52  ………………………..
8
John 15:11
……………………………

3
Matthew 4:2  ……………………………
9
Matthew 26:37  ………………………….

4
John 19:28
………………………….
10
Matthew 9:36  ……………………………

5
John 4:8
………………………….
11
Mark 3:5
……………………………

6
Matthew 4:1
………………………….
12
John 11:35
……………………………

B) We also learn from the Bible that Jesus is God.  Please draw a line to the correct verses in the example given;

1
His name means “God with us”


Mark 2:5,7

2
Everything begins and ends with Him

Matthew 1:23

3
All of God is in Him




John 20:28

4
He forgives sin




Revelation 1:8

5
He is holy – He never sinned



Romans 1:4

6
He rose from the dead



Colossians 2:9

7
He is Lord and God




Hebrews 7:26

C) Why did God become a man?  The following verses explain some of the reasons why Jesus became a man.  Please draw a line to the correct scripture references in the example given.

1
To take away our sins




Romans 5:8

2
To help us when we are tempted


2 Corinthians 5:19

3
To pay the price for our sin



Romans 6:23

4
To show us God’s love



1 Peter 1:18, 19

5
To restore the world to Himself


Hebrews 2:18

6
To give us eternal life




1 Peter 2:24

From the above, in your own words, explain why God became a man.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

D) Jesus, as a man, confronted every aspect of the power of sin, and in every instance He triumphed!  His final victory was over death itself.  On that first Easter morning the body was gone.  The tomb was empty.  Jesus was alive!  He had completely won the victory over the devil and over sin.  As we allow Jesus Christ to live His life through us, we will experience this total victory in our lives also.

Listed below are a few of the wonderful provisions that Jesus has made available for us.  Please complete the following verses:

Love.  “And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it; that ……………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………”   John 17:26

Joy.  “These things have I spoken unto you, that …………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………”    John 15:11

Friendship.  “But I have called ……………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………”  John 15:15

Healing.  “Who ………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………”   Psalm 103:3

Authority over the devil.  “And these signs shall follow them that believe ………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………..devils”  Mark 16:17

Forgiveness of sins.  “In whom we have …………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………” Ephesians 1:7

Abundant Life.  “I am come ………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………”  John 10:10

Life Forever.  “I give unto them ……………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………….”  John 10:28

O the love that drew salvation’s plan!  O the grave that brought it down to man! O the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary!

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON TWO:
Sin Forgiven








Giving your life to Christ is the greatest step you will ever make.  For in so doing a miracle took place in your soul.  Your old sinful nature was replaced with the nature of Christ.  When you by faith received Christ as Lord and Saviour of your life, you were born again.  You became a child of God.  But God does not want you to remain a child all your life.  He expects you to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  (2 Peter 3:18).  It is for this purpose that these lessons are set out.

The best way to study your Bible is to approach it prayerfully and allow the Holy Spirit to teach you.  (see John 14:26, 16:13)  Forget your old ideas and man’s ways.  As you study God’s word we ask you to do so with an open mind and a heart that says “Yes” to God.  Receive the word of God not only in your mind, but allow it to speak to your heart.

Jesus said “Except you be converted and become as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven.”  (Matthew 18:3)  To be converted means to TURN FROM SIN TO GOD.  This is done by confessing your sins to God and asking the Lord Jesus to forgive you and to come by His Spirit and control your life.

1 How many have sinned? Romans 3:23 ………………………………………………………

2 What do I get for my sin? (that is wages) Romans 6:23…………………………………….

3 What happens when I die?  Hebrews 9:27 …………………………………………………..

4 Who has already paid for my sins?  Romans 5:8…………………………………………….

5 What must I do to become a son/daughter of God? John 1:12 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6 A)  Please complete the following verse;  “By grace are ye saved through …………… and that not of yourselves, it is ……………………………………………. Ephesians 2:8,9

B) We are not allowed to boast.  Why? …………………………………………………

7 Can I know for sure that I have eternal life?  1 John 5:12,13 …………………………………..

8 In the following verse please cross out the wrong words;

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God that you may HOPE, THINK, KNOW that you have eternal life.”   1 John 5:13

9
     Jesus said “He that hears my word and believes on Him that sent me, has everlasting life and shall not come into condemnation but is passed from death unto life.”   Have you passed from spiritual death unto spiritual life?  Ephesians 2:1  ………………

10     Name two things that prove you are a child of God.  John 1:12, Romans 8:16

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

11 When you received the Lord Jesus into your heart you became a child of God.  What must you do now if you sin?  1 John 1:9    ……………………………………………………………..

12 What will God do if you as a believer confess your sins?  1 John 1:9

a) …………………………………….

b) ……………………………………..

13 When satan tempts me to do something wrong, what two things is God faithful to do?          1 Corinthians 10:13

a) ……………………………………………….

b) ……………………………………………….

14 If I as a believer am to overcome the temptations of the devil and live a victorious Christian life, what two things must I do?  James 4:7

a) ………………………………………………..

b) ………………………………………………..

15 Please write your first name in each of the blanks below;

“For God so loved ……………………………………. That He gave His only begotton Son that if ………………………………. believes in Him, ………………………………… should not perish but ……………………………. would have everlasting life.”   John 3:16

16 Since our feelings often change upon what must we depend for assurance of our salvation? 1 Peter 1:25 ……………………………………………..

17 Write out 1 John 5:11,12 from memory;

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Many people make the mistake of judging their salvation by their feelings.  While our feelings are involved in our salvation, we cannot depend upon them because feelings so often change.  We can depend on God’s word which says;  

“I will never leave you nor forsake you”

Hebrews 13:5
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LESSON THREE:
   New Birth 








The Bible says “As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him” (Colossians 2:6).  The moment you by faith received Jesus Christ as your own personal Lord and Saviour you were born again.  You received a new life from above;  a life that you never had before.  Your parents gave you natural birth, but God has given you spiritual birth.  This new birth took place by the Spirit of God.

1 “Therefore if any man be in Christ (joined to Christ) he is a ………………………………… old things are ……………………………………….. behold all things become NEW.”  2 Corinthians 5:17

2 Some of the old things which passed away when I gave my life to Christ are listed in Galatians 5:19-21.  PLEASE STUDY THEM CAREFULLY.   The things which are becoming new in my life are also listed.  These are called “the fruit of the Spirit”  Read Galatians 5:22,23 then fill in the column marked “fruit of the Spirit.”

WORKS OF THE FLESH




FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

(Galatians 5:19-21)





(Galatians 5:22,23)

Sexual sins






1
………………………….

Filthy mind






2
………………………….

Indecent Living





3
………………………….

Worship of false gods





4
………………………….

Witchcraft






5
………………………….

Hatred







6
………………………….

Quarrelling






7
………………………….

Jealousy






8
………………………….

Anger







9
………………………….

Fighting






10
………………………….

Wrong divisions





11
………………………….

Envy







12
………………………….

Murder







13
………………………….

Drunkenness






14
………………………….

Merrymaking






15
………………………….

3 As a new creation in Christ how am I to walk (live)?

a) 2 Corinthians 5:7 ……………………………..

b) Romans 6:4 ……………………………………

4 In John 6:63 Jesus said “It is the Spirit that ……………………………………………………….

the flesh ………………………………………………………………………………………………….”

5 What does God expect you to do with your body?  Romans 12:1………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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6 Does your body belong to you?  Why?  1 Corinthians 6:19-20

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7 Complete the following verse “For you are bought with a price, therefore ……………………

………………………………………………………………………” 1 Corinthians 6:20

8 The bible says we should love one another because love is of God.  How has God’s love been put into your heart?  Romans 5:5 ………………………………………………………………..

9 God’s word says “If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….”  1 John 4:20

10 What new commandment did Jesus give?  John 13:34 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11 As God’s child I am to live by faith and not by sight.  How can my faith be increased?  Romans 10:17   ………………………………………………………………………………………

12 Who is the author of my faith?  Hebrews 12:2  …………………………………………………..

13 “Whatsoever is not of faith is ………………….”  Romans 14:23

14 I must realise that without ……………… it is IMPOSSIBLE   DIFFICULT (underline the correct word) to please God.  Hebrews 11:6

15 Complete the following verse, “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even ……………………………………………….”  1 John 5:4

OoooOOOOoooo
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LESSON FOUR:
 Holy Spirit








The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God given to empower us to live the Christian life (Galatians 5:25).  In this study we are going to look at the nature and work of the Holy Spirit and how He wants to empower us to live for and serve our Lord Jesus Christ.

A
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

1 In Acts 5:3,4 by lying to the Holy Spirit Ananias and Sapphira were lying to ……………………………………………..

2 The scriptural terms “…………………….. of …………………….” (1 Cor 3:16) and “……………… of the  ………………………” (2 Cor 3:18) reveal that He is God.

3 The Holy Spirit is not just an impersonal influence, power or force.  He is a Divine Person.  We know this because the scriptures reveal He has a ……………. (Rom 8:27), a ……………….. (1 Cor 12:11), and ………………… (Rom 15:30), and has been ……………………. (Isaiah 63:10), ……………………(Eph 4:30), …………………….(Acts 5:3,4) and …………………..(Matthew 12:31 by men.

B
WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT’S NATURE?

The nature of the Holy Spirit can best be summed up in Galatians 5:22-23.  The “fruit of the Holy Spirit” is the very nature of the Holy Spirit produced in our lives by His outworking.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit is;

…………………….


…………………….


………………………….

…………………….


…………………….


………………………….

…………………….


…………………….


………………………….

(Note:  It is called “fruit” not ‘fruits’ because the Holy Spirit is all of these wonderful attributes).  In the Christian life our response to the Holy Spirit is essential because He will not violate our wills (read John 1:12, Rev 3:20, Eph 1:13).

C
HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT WORK IN OUR LIVES?

The Holy Spirit works in two ways in our lives.  The first part of our Christian experience is known as ‘regeneration’ or being ‘born again’ (Titus 3:5, John 3:3).  This is the work of the Holy Spirit “IN” our lives.  All who experience this are known as Christians.  In short, it could be called ‘the power to minister the life I am living for Christ.’

The second part is known as the ‘baptism of the Holy Spirit’ (Matt 3:11).  This is the work of the Holy Spirit ‘UPON’ our lives.  All who experience this must be Christians.  In short it could be called ‘the power to minister the life I am living for Christ.”  The first part of this wonderful work has been covered in the first few lessons of this course; we will now look at the second part.

D
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?

1 In Acts 1:8 we find two reasons for receiving the Holy Spirit.

a) “You shall receive …………………. (ability) after the Holy Ghost is come upon you;

b) “You shall be ………………………..”
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2 The bible says that Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit (Matt 1:18,20).  His whole life was guided by the spirit of God.  What did the spirit of God do at His baptism?  (Luke 3:21,22)

………………………………………………………………………………………………

3 Immediately after Jesus was baptised and anointed by the spirit of God He “being full of the Holy Spirit returned from Jordan, and was led by the spirit into the wilderness” (Luke 4:1).  In Luke 4:14 and Acts 10:38 there is a FIVE letter word which tells what Jesus received from the Holy Spirit.  Please write down this word. …………………………………….

E
IS THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR TODAY?

Every person who has been greatly used of God down through the centuries has been endowed with power from on high.  Such men as Finney, Brainerd, Moody and many others worked along as best they could until one day they were led to see there was such an experience as the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  The moment they received the Holy Spirit in all His fullness there came into their service a new power that utterly transformed its character.

RA Torrey said, “It is quite possible to have something, yes much of the Holy Spirit’s presence and work in the heart and yet come short of that special fullness and work known in the Bible as the baptism or filling with the Holy Spirit.”

Dr Billy Graham says “I wonder if one of the secrets of Pentecostalism cannot be learned by our main stream churches with the great emphasis upon the Holy Spirit.  The time has come to give the Holy Spirit His rightful place.  WE NEED TO LEARN WHAT IT MEANS TO BE BAPTISED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, we need to know what Paul meant when he wrote “Be filled with the spirit”.  Give it any terminology you like, we need to accept, to get something, for we do not have the same dynamite that the early church had.”

1 Peter explained the coming of the Holy Spirit upon them as the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy (Acts 2:16).  What two things did Peter say the people must do in order to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit? (Acts 2:38)

A)
…………………………………………

B) ………………………………………….

2 In the next verse we are told who the promise of Joel was meant for.  Please complete the verse “For the promise (of Joel) is unto ………………………. (present generation), and to …………………………………. (next generation), and to ………………………………. (future generations) even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”  (Acts 2:39

3 What is the command given in Ephesians 5:18?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

It is important to notice that Jesus, who was born of the Spirit and lived a perfectly sanctified life in the spirit still received the anointing of the same spirit for His three years ministry.  Jesus did no miracles and made no real impact on society until He had been “anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power” (Acts 10:38, Luke 4:14,15).  We too must be born of the spirit, led of the spirit and empowered by the spirit for our ministry.
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F
IS THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT A SEPARATE EXPERIENCE FROM CONVERSION?

A simple illustration of what the Holy Spirit does can be made with water.  When you are saved it is like taking a drink of water.  YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT into your life.  Being baptised in the Holy Spirit is like jumping into a swimming pool.  You no longer hold the water but the water now holds you.  THE HOLY SPIRIT RECEIVES (controls) YOU.

Note the pattern in the bible.  Please draw a line to the appropriate scriptures as in the example.

a)
Jesus was born of the spirit




Matthew 3:16

b)
Jesus was baptised in Jordan



Matthew 1:20

c)
Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit


Matthew 3:13

a)
Paul (Saul) was saved on the road to Damascus

Acts 9:18

b)
Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit



Acts 9:5,8

c)
Paul was baptised in water




Acts 9:17

a)
The people of Samaria were saved



Acts 8:17

b)
The people of Samaria were baptised


Acts 8:14

c)
The people of Samaria receive the Holy Spirit

Acts 8:16

a)
There were some disciples in Ephesus


Acts 19:6

b)
These disciples were baptised



Acts 8:14

c)
These disciples received the Holy Spirit


Acts 19:5

G
HOW DO I RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OR FULNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a GIFT which must be received by FAITH just as you received salvation (Acts 2:38).

1 What are some of the steps to take in order to receive this gift of the Holy Spirit?  (Only one or two words are needed for each answer)

a) Acts 2:38 ………………………………………………………………….

b) Acts 5:32 ………………………………………………………………….

c) John 7:37 ………………………………………………………………….

d) John 7:38,39 ……………………………………………………………...

e) Luke 11:13 ………………………………………………………………..

2 What are some of the evidences of being filled with the Holy Spirit?  (Please put in your own words).

a) Acts 1:8 …………………………………………………………………...

b) Acts 4:31
…………………………………………………………….

c) John 16:14 ………………………………………………………………..

3 It is essential that we receive the initial filling or baptism of the Holy Spirit but we should realise that this experience is not the end of the road.  It is only the stepping stone to a richer, fuller life in the spirit.  The Christian walk in the spirit involves daily cleansing from sin, daily feeding on the Word, daily communion with our Lord, daily obedience to the spirit’s promptings and daily being filled with the spirit.
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Please complete the following verses which bring out these different aspects of the spirit filled life.

a) Daily cleansing – “Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity and ……………………………” Psalm 51:2

b) Daily feeding  -  “This book of the law (God’s word) shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt …………………………….. herein …………………. and …………………….. that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein, for then thou shalt ………………………………………” Joshua 1:8

c) Daily communion  -  “He that …………………. and I in Him, the same bringeth forth ……………… fruit; for without me you can do …………………………… John 15:5

d) Daily obedience  -  “The holy spirit, whom God hath given to them that ……………………… “Acts 5:32

e) Daily filling  -  “Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess; but be (continuously) …………………………………………….” Ephesians 5:18

H
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF TONGUES?

This is an experience which happened to all who were baptised in the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4).  We see from the scriptures that;

1 Speaking in tongues is not baptism of the Holy Spirit but being …………………….. (Luke 24:49) is.  Speaking in tongues is a gift that must be restored and operated by faith as a result of being baptised in the Holy Spirit.

2 1 Corinthians 14 tells us that a Christian speaking in tongues;

a) speaks unto ………………………………………  (vs 2)

b) …………………………………………………….   (vs4)

c) ……………………………………………………..  (vs14)

d) ……………………….. ………with the spirit       . (vs16)

e) gives ………………………………………………  (vs16)

and according to Acts 2:11 speaking in tongues is telling of …………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

God fills the soul that it may pour

The fullness of another heart;

Not that the filled with good may store

The good God giveth to impart
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LESSON FIVE:

Overcoming the Devil



Parents rejoice when their child begins to walk.  At first the child may stumble and fall, but soon he will gain strength to stand and walk with confidence.  So in the spiritual life God expects His children to walk victoriously.

1 Who is the Christian’s greatest enemy?  1 Peter 5:8

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

2 What two things must you do to cause the devil to flee from you?  (James 4:7)

……………………………………………..

……………………………………………..

3 When the devil tempts you to do evil, what is God faithful to do?  1 Corinthians 10:13

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

4 Who gives us strength to meet the temptation of the devil?  Philippians 4:13

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

5 Complete the following verse;  “This is the victory that overcometh the ………………   

            even………………………………….. (1 John 5:4)

6 How must we walk (live) if we are not to fulfil the lust of the flesh?  Galatians 5:16

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7 Who will give you power or “ability” to witness for the Lord?  (Acts 1:8)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

8 Did Jesus promise to give us power over all the power of our enemy the devil? (Luke 10:19)    …………………….
Yes or No

9 To prevent people from seeing the light of the Gospel, the god of this world (satan)

…………………………………………………. their minds (2 Corinthians 4:4)

10 How does satan sometimes appear?  (2 Corinthians 11:14)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

11 What weapon do we have with which to fight our enemy the devil?  (Ephesians 6:17)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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12 Read Ephesians 6:13-17 and show what the various pieces of the Christian soldier’s armour represent by drawing a line to the correct answer as in the example given.

a)

Belt around loins


of righteousness

b)

Breastplate



of faith

c)

Feet shod or sandalled

which is the word of God

d)

Shield




of salvation

e)

Helmet




with truth

f)

Sword of the Spirit


with the preparation of the gospel of peace

13 What did Jesus Christ use to meet satan’s attack?  (Matthew 4:4,7,10)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

14 Psalms 119:11 says “Thy word have I hid (stored up or memorized) in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee”  What must we do in order to have God’s word always available for victory over sin?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

15 For what purpose did the Son of God (Jesus Christ) come?  1 John 3:8

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

16 What will finally happen to satan?  (Revelation 20:10)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

God promises victory to you as a child of His.  Claim that victory and begin to live a victorious Christian life right now.

Jesus said, “I am come that they might have LIFE and that they might have it MORE ABUNDANTLY”  (John 10:10)  You may have more abundant life by simply believing God’s word and acting upon it.
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LESSON SIX:
The Church








The Church is your spiritual home.  It provides spiritual food, protection, training and fellowship.  The word “church” comes from the Greek word “Ecclesia” meaning “to call out from”.  Christians are called out from the world system to be “in Christ.”  In the New Testament the word “church” denotes first of all, the entire body of believers; and second, individual assemblies of believers meeting together for the purpose of worship, spiritual growth and service.

1
The entire church is compared to a …………………… of which Christ is the ….………. and the believers are the …………………… Colossians 1:18, 1 Corinthians 12:27.

2
What is the proof that we love Christ, the Head of the church?  John 14:21


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
According to Acts 2:41,42 list five things that the Christians, “they that gladly received his word,” did.


A
…………………………………………………………………………………………………


B
…………………………………………………………………………………………………


C
…………………………………………………………………………………………………


D
…………………………………………………………………………………………………


E
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
As a child of God what should you not neglect?  Hebrews 10:25


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
 According to Romans 8:34:


A
Where is Christ now? ……………………………………………………………………….


B
What is He doing?
……………………………………………………………………….

6
What are two things Christ prays for His Church:


A
John 17:15
………………………………………………………………………………..


B
John 17:17
………………………………………………………………………………..

7
The Mission or Purpose of the Church is stated below.  Please draw a line to correct scripture verses as in the example given.


A
To glorify God




Galatians 6:10


B
To edify (strengthen) believers

Ephesians 4:11,12


C
To purify itself from sin


Romans 15:6


D
To preach the gospel everywhere

Ephesians 5:25,27


E
To promote all that is good


Mark 16:15
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LESSON SEVEN:
Water Baptism







We may define an ordinance as an outward rite appointed by Christ to be administered in the Church.  The two ordinances given in the New Testament by the specific command of Christ are Water Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

1
WATER BAPTISM

The word “baptism” is the English form of the Greek word “baptizo” which means “to dip, to immerse, or to make fully wet.”  Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ upon confession of Him as Saviour and Lord.

1
Read Mark 1:4,5 and answer the following questions:

a)
Where did John baptise his converts? (verse4)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
What kind of baptism did John preach?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

c)
In what river did John baptise those that came to him?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Read Matthew 3:13-17 and answer the following questions:

a)
What did Jesus come to John for?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
Jesus was baptised by SPRINKLING, IMMERSION, POURING (underline correct answer)

c)
Was God pleased when Jesus was baptised? 


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d)
What did God say about His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3
What command did Jesus give to His followers in Matthew 28:19?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lesson Seven cont…

4
From the following scriptures we find the meaning of baptism. (Romans 6:11,18, Romans 6:3-6, Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew 28:19).  Please fill in the blank spaces with the correct scripture verses.

A
Obedience to the command of Christ.

………………………………………

B
Following Christ’s example.


………………………………………

C
Separation by death from sin.


………………………………………

D
An outward testimony that you have been


made alive unto God and righteousness.

………………………………………

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Baptism is an important step in your Christian life!  Jesus commanded

us to be baptised.  Do you realise that you are disobeying the command

of Christ if you refuse to be baptised.  The only qualification for 

baptism is that you have received the Lord as your Saviour and are willing

to give up your old sinful life to live for God.

Why not decide RIGHT NOW that you are going to follow Christ’s

example and be baptised.

5
 Please indicate what your desire is concerning Baptism by putting a check mark beside one or more of the following statements;

a
I desire to be baptised

b
I am not ready to be baptised yet.

c
I would like to know more about baptism

d
I have already been baptised by immersion.

SHEET 2/LESSON 7

2
THE LORD’S SUPPER

This ordinance was instituted by Christ in the night in which He was betrayed (Matthew 16:26-30, Mark 14:22-26, Luke 22:17-20).  Like Water Baptism it is for believers only.  The conditions of participating in the Lord’s Supper are that you are a born again believer and are living a life of obedience to Christ.

1
The two substances used in the Lord’s Supper are bread and wine.


A
What does the bread represent?  (Matthew 26:26)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


B
What does the wine represent? (Matthew 26:27,28) 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23,24 and then answer the following questions:


A
After Jesus had given thanks what did He do to the bread?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


B
Why did Jesus break the bread?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


C
According to verse 25 what is the purpose of the Lord’s Supper?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


D
What are we reminded of when we take the Lord’s Supper?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

E
What should a person do before he eats the bread and drinks the wine at the communion service? (verse 28)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

F
Why should you make sure you are right with the Lord before you take communion (the Lord’s Supper)?  (verse 29)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

G
What happens to a person who takes the Lord’s Supper unworthily? (verse 30).


Note: the word “sleep” means that they die.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

H
What must we do if we are not to be judged? (verse 31)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
Is the Lord’s Supper to be taken only in the local church or may it be taken in a home, prison, hospital etc (Acts 2:46)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

SHEET 2/LESSON 7 Cont…

THIS IS IMPORTANT

The following are some questions you could ask yourselves in order to examine yourselves before taking the Lord’s Supper:

1
Do I really believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?

2
Is there any unconfessed sin in my life?  Self-pity? Pride? Covetousness?  Laziness? Disobedience?  Love of the world?  Has my thought life been clean?  Have I consistently witnessed for Christ?  Have I been faithful in Bible readings and prayer?

3
Do I love God with all my heart, soul, strength and mind?

4
Do I love my neighbour as myself?

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON EIGHT:
Giving







“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a CHEERFUL giver”  (2 Corinthians 9:7).



The World asks:


“What does he give?”



Christ asks:



“How does he give it?”



The World asks:


“What does he own?”



Christ asks:



“How does he use it?”



The World asks:


“How much does he give?”



Christ asks:



“How much does he keep?”

1
In Proverbs 23:26 God says, “My sons give me your heart.”  What is the first thing God wants to receive from us?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Who does your body belong to?  1 Corinthians 6:19,20


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
What does the apostle Paul say we should do with our body?  Romans 12:1


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
According to Luke 10:27 what does God want to receive from us?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
Love always sees how much it can do.  The Bible says, “Love seeketh not her own.”  What did Jesus say about giving?  Acts 20:35


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
What did Jesus promise to those who give?  Luke 6:38


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7
If someone wants to borrow something from you, should you turn him away?  Matthew 5:42


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8
The Bible says, “He who gives to the poor will not lack” (Proverbs 28:27)  To whom is the promise of the supply of all need given, to the RECEIVER or the GIVER?  Philippines 4:18,19

Lesson Eight Cont….

9
How are we to give?  Matthew 10:8


………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10
What kind of giver does God love?  2 Corinthians 9:7


………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The bible teaches that a tenth of all we have belongs to God and if we keep this to ourselves we are robbing God.  In the book of Malachi we read: “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me.  But you say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’  In tithes and offerings…bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so there may be food in My house, and by this put Me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour out for you a more sufficient blessing” (Malachi 3:8,10).  Jesus also gave His approval of the tithe (See Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42).  Our tithe is a tenth of what we have.  Anything above that is an offering to God.  If we really love the Lord with all our heart we will want to give Him our tithes plus offerings.

REMEMBER THIS!

-
God measures gifts by how much is left, not by how much we give (Mark 12:41-44)

-
God sees the heart of the giver rather than the size of his gift (2 Corinthians 9:7)

LET US WITH GLADSOME HEARTS OF LOVE GIVE TO OUR SAVIOUR WHO GAVE HIS LIFE FOR US!

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON NINE:
Family Living







The first place you must live the Christian life is in your own home.  It is here that you must take your first stand for the Lord.  This may not be easy, especially if some members of your family do not know the Lord as their Saviour.  You will probably meet with opposition, and perhaps some persecution, but remember that our Lord has said, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).  Our first duty is to God.  “WE OUGHT TO OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN” (Acts 5:29)

1
How does the Bible say we should try to live with everyone?  Romans 12:18


………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
Jesus did not promise that everything would go well for those who receive Him.  He knew that there would be opposition to the gospel and so He said “I came not to send………………….  but a ………………………………” (Matthew 10:34).

3
Read Matthew 10:35,36 and then complete the following verse “And a man’s foes shall be


………………………………………………………………..”

4
Who should we love the most?  (Matthew 10:37) (underline the correct answer)

a)
Our father and mother

b)
The Lord Jesus Christ

c)
Our sons and daughters

d)
Our brothers and sisters

5
Who should we remember in the days of our youth?  (Ephesians 12:1)

6
Why is it important for a child to be properly trained when he is young? (Proverbs 22:6)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7
If parents love their children, should they punish them when they do wrong? (Proverbs 13:24) ………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8
If parents don’t correct and punish their children when they do wrong, do they really love them? (Proverbs 13:24) ……………………………………………………………………………..

9
What does a mother suffer who lets her children do as they please and refuses to discipline them? (Proverbs 29:15) ……………………………………………………………………………..

10
Parents who take time to correct their children will be rewarded in two ways. (Proverbs 29:17)


a)
Their children will give them ………………………………………………………………..


b)
Their children will give ………………………………………………………………………
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11
Parents are responsible to teach their children about God.  What four times does the Bible say parents are to teach their children about God? (Deuteronomy 6:7)

a)
“When thou …………………………………………………………………………………………”

b)
“When thou …………………………………………………………………………………………”

c)
“When thou …………………………………………………………………………………………”

d)
“When thou ………………………………………………………………………………………….”

12
Why should children obey their parents?

a)
Ephesians 6:1 ……………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
Colossians 3:20 …………………………………………………………………………………….

13
Children are to obey their parents IN THE LORD.  This means that they are to obey if their parent’s command is not against the Lord’s teachings.   What should a child or young person do if his parents do if his parents tell him to do something that he knows is against the will of God?  (underline the correct answer)

a)
He should obey the parent’s command instead of the Lord’s will.

b)
He should obey the Lord even though it is against the parent’s will.

c)
He should obey neither the parents nor the Lord.

14
What two promises are given to those who honour their father and mother. (Ephesians 6:2,3)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Be it ever so humble

There’s no place like home

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON TEN:
Eating and Drinking







Eating and drinking are a very important part of our everyday life.  In this lesson we shall see what God requires of those who live for Him.

A
GIVING THANKS BEFORE MEALS

1
What is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you? (1 Thessalonians 5:18)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Jesus set an example for us.  Before He ate food what did He do? (John 6:11)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
Paul’s example in giving thanks to God indicates that we should never be ashamed to publicly pray a prayer of thankfulness.  What FIVE WORDS indicate that Paul was not ashamed?  (Acts 27:35)


a)………………………. …………………



b)…………………………………………..


c)………………………………………….


d)………………………………………….


e)………………………………………….

4
How should food be received?  (1 Timothy 4:4)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

B
EATING AND DRINKING

1
Why should we not be anxious for what we should eat or drink? (Matthew 6:31,32)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Underline the correct answer.  If we become anxious and say, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” we:

a)
Are pleasing God by being concerned.

b)
Are doubting God’s goodness and ability to supply our needs.

3
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “give us this day our daily bread” (food).  By this prayer He was showing them their utter dependence upon God.  Please answer the following questions  by underlining the correct answer.

a)
We are to ask God for food:


b)
We are to ask God for:

-
For a day at a time



-
All that we desire

-
Enough for a whole week


-
The luxuries of life

-
Enough for our future years


-
The needs of life
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4
What three foods are we to abstain from? (Acts 15:29)

a)
………………………………………………………………

b)
………………………………………………………………

c)
………………………………………………………………

d)
………………………………………………………………

5
What should our heart attitude be in our eating and drinking? (1 Corinthians 10:31)


……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
From Proverbs 23:20 answer the following questions:

a)
Is it wrong to drink wine to excess? ……………………………………………………………..

b)
Is it wrong to over eat? (note: a riotous eater is a glutton) …………………………………….

7
Complete the list of things that will come to those who tarry long at the wine. (Proverbs 23:29,30)

a)
Woe ……………………………………..
b)
……………………………………………..

c)
……………………………………………
d)
……………………………………………..

e)
……………………………………………
f)
……………………………………………..

8
How does Proverbs 23:32 describe the effects of wine on a person?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

9
What three things come from the habit of over-eating and drunkenness? (Proverbs 23:21)


a) ……………………………..   b) ……………………………….  C) ……………………………..

10
Supply the missing words of Ephesians 5:18


“Be not ………………………   ………………………..   …………………………., wherein is


excess; but be ……………. ……………….  ……………..  ……………………………………”

C
FASTING

Fasting means “to deny yourself”.  It may mean deliberate abstinence from physical food for a scriptural purpose or denial of everything that interferes with an intimate relationship with Christ.

1
What were the eight objectives of God’s fast? (Isaiah 58:6,7)

a)
…………………………………………..
b)
……………………………………………..

c)
…………………………………………..
d)
……………………………………………..

e)
…………………………………………..
f)
……………………………………………..

g)
…………………………………………..
h)
……………………………………………..
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2
The various occasions when God’s people fasted are stated below.  Please draw a line to the correct scripture verses as in the example given.

a)
When God’s judgement is about to come.


2 Samuel 12:15,16

b)
In times of sickness





Acts 13:2,3

c)
When repenting of sin





Acts 14:23

d)
When casting out demons




Acts 27:14-20, 29-34

e)
When seeking guidance




Ezra 10:6

f)
When in danger





Jonah 3:1-10

g)
When ordaining elders




Matthew 17:14-21

3
What are some of the blessings received from a true fast?  (Isaiah 58:8-11)


“Then shall thy light ………………………………………………. morning


Thine health ………………………………………………………. Speedily


Thy righteousness ……………………………………………….. thee;


The glory …………………………………………………………. Shall be thy reward.


Then shalt thou call, ……………………………………………… answer;


The Lord shall …………………………………………………….. continually,


And satisfy ………………………………………………………… in drought;


And …………………………. …………………………………… bones:

4
What reason did the hypocrites have for fasting?  (Matthew 6:16) 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
Whom should we desire to please in our fasting? (Matthew 6:18)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
Should our fasting and praying be displayed before men?  YES/NO

7
What will be the result of our fasting and praying in secret?  (Matthew 6:18)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON ELEVEN:

Appearance






We judge a person’s character by his speech, clothing and cleanliness.  As Ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20) we represent the King of Kings and therefore should dress and speak in such a way as would please the Lord.

A
CLEANLINESS  -  Someone has said: “Cleanliness is next to godliness”.  When the Spirit of Christ comes to dwell in your heart He puts a new desire within to be clean.

1
What does the Bible say your body is?  (1 Corinthians 6:19)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
How is a Christian to use his body?  (1 Corinthians 6:20)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
What does God say He will do to a person who defiles his body (the temple of God)? 

1 Corinthians 3:17

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
For what reason does God say His people are to be clean and holy?  (Leviticus 20:26)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
From Numbers 8:21,22 we find that God’s people, the Levites: (Please underline the correct answer).

a)
thought clean clothes were required before meeting with God.

b)
thought that cleanliness had nothing to do with godliness.

6
Why did God tell Moses to have His people wash their clothes? (Exodus 19:10,11)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7
In Hebrews 10:22 we find four conditions of drawing near to God.  Please complete the answers below:

a)
With a ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
In full assurance …………………………………………………………………………………….

c)
Having our hearts sprinkled from …………………………………………………………………..

d)
And our bodies ……………………………………………………………………………………….

8
What two things are we to cleanse ourselves from?  (2 Corinthians 7:1)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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B
CLOTHING

Some people say that wearing clothes is only man’s idea and is not necessary.  But we shall see from the Bible what God has to say on this subject.

1
In the beginning man was clothed with the glory of God.  When Adam and Eve sinned they lost this glorious covering and realised that they were naked.  What did God do for Adam and his wife?  (Genesis 3:21).


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Clothing was given in the beginning as a covering and protection.  But man has changed this purpose of clothing.  Now clothes are designed to draw attention to self and for the purpose of exciting the sexual passion of the opposite sex.  Immorality can be committed in the way you dress.  Read Matthew 5:27,28 and answer the following questions by TRUE or FALSE.

a)
If women deliberately dress to entice men (cause them to lust after her) they are guilty of immorality.  (………………….)

b)
Adultery is committed in the heart when a man looks at a woman.  (………………)

c)
Adultery is committed in the heart when a man looks at a woman to lust after her.  (………………...)

d)
According to Jesus the state of the heart is as bad as committing the act itself. (…………….….)

3
Should women wear men’s clothing or men women’s clothing?  (Deuteronomy 22:5)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
What does God think of those who do so?  (Deuteronomy 22:5)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
What does the Bible say about men with long hair?  (1 Corinthians 11:14)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
What is long hair to a woman?  (1 Corinthians 11:15)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7
What should be the Christian’s attitude towards keeping up with the latest fashions?


(Romans 12:2) ……………………………………………………………………………………….

8
Jesus said, “Be not anxious , saying wherewithal shall we be clothed.”  Please underline the most correct answer.

a)
We should be careful about our appearance, and trust God to supply our needs.

b)
We should not give attention to our clothing

c)
We should be anxious about what we wear

Lesson 11 Cont…

C
CONVERSATION


Our speech is a very important part of daily life.  It is through the use of words that we communicate with each other.

1
Which member of our body does the Bible say is hardest to tame? (James 3:8)


……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
The Bible says, “Out of the same mouth proceedeth …………………. and …………………”


(James 3:10)

3
Should these two things come from the mouth of a Christian? (James 3:10)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
Where do the words that we speak come from? (Matthew 12:34)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5
Underline the correct answer:  To improve your speech;

a)
Speak immediately whatever comes to mind.

b)
Read best selling novels for good expressions

c)
Ask yourself, when about to speak “Is it Kind? Is it True?, Is it Necessary?”

6
Read Matthew 12:36 and underline the correct answer.

a)
Idle (meaningless) words have no effect whatsoever and are soon forgotten

b)
Idle words not only have lasting effect, but must be accounted for in the day of judgment

7 
What two things are said of a man who says that he is religious but cannot control his speech?  (James 1:26)

a)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8
The Bible says “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.”  State in your own words what you think this means.


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9
Read Ephesians 4:25 and fill in the blanks.  We are to put away ………………………… and


always speak the ……………………… with our neighbours.

10
The promise of good things in life and happy days is given to those that fulfil two conditions concerning the tongue.  What are these two conditions? (1 Peter 3:10)

a)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

11
Psalm 141:3 is a good prayer to say each morning when arising.  Complete the prayer by filling in the missing words.  “Set a …………………….., O Lord, before my …………………;


and keep the …………………………. of my ……………………….”

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON TWELVE:

Authorities






The Bible tells us that Jesus “increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with GOD and MAN” (Luke 2:52).  We too should endeavour to live in harmony with God and man.  Our first obligation is to God for the greatest commandment is that we love the Lord with all our heart.  The second great commandment is that we love our neighbour as ourself.  In Romans 12:18 we read these words; “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”  If we fulfil these two great commandments of our Lord, then we will truly be good citizens of our country and will live a life that is well pleasing to God.

1
Where is our citizenship?  (Philippians 3:20).  Note: the word ‘conversation’ is better translated ‘citizenship’. …………………………………………………………………………….

2
Since our citizenship (or our real home) is in heaven and we are only pilgrims on earth, our main concern should be: (underline the correct answer)

a)
For the material things of this world

b)
To live for God and to help others to know the Lord.


(Please underline the correct answer)

3
Although our citizenship is in heaven we still have duties and responsibilities toward the rulers of our land.  Is it right to speak evil of the rulers of our land?  (Acts 23:5)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
Instead of criticising our leaders we should ……………….for them (1 Timothy 2:2,1).

5
Why are we to pray for kings and all that are in authority? (1 Timothy 2:2)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
Romans 13:1 says, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers (governments).  For there is no power but of God;  the powers that be are ordained of God.”  We are to be subject to and obey our government because:

a)
God ignores the powers that rule the governments of the world.

b)
God either establishes or permits the establishment of every governmental power.


(Please underline the correct answer)

7
Whose ordinance (order) are we really resisting when we resist the power of the government?  (Romans 13:2)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8
What shall happen to those who resist the powers which have been set up of God? (Romans 13:2). 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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9
Romans 13:7 instructs us to, “Render therefore to all their dues; tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom;, fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.”  This means:


(please underline correct answer)

a)
We are to refuse to pay taxes, duty and give honour and respect to none but God.

b)
We are to be humble, giving taxes, duty, honour and respect to those whose position requires it.

c)
We are to be willing to give taxes, duty, honour and respect only when demanded of us.

10
Caesar was the Roman emperor when Jesus spoke the words, “Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s.  This means:


(please underline the correct answer)

a)
We should give our government what it expects of us, and give to God what He expects of us.

b)
We should criticize our government but praise our God.

c)
We should take from the government its benefits and give them to God.

11
When the laws of our land are against the laws of God, who are we to obey – God or man?


(Acts 4:18-20, 5:27-29).


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

12
Read Hebrews 13:17 and then complete this verse:


“Obey them ………………………………………………………………. and ……………………


………………………………… for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy and not with grief; for that is profitable for you.”

A person who is truly at rest with God will also be restful as a citizen of his country.  No matter how confused governments may be, or what hardships and trials may come, he knows that God is in control.  If you want a happy and peaceful life take heed to the words of Philippians 4:6,7 “Don’t worry about ANYTHING; instead, pray about EVERYTHING; tell God your needs and don’t forget to thank Him for His answers.  If you do this you will know God’s peace which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand.  His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet and at rest as you trust in Christ Jesus.”  (Living Letters)

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON THIRTEEN:
Work







It is God’s will that we should be engaged in some kind of employment.  Only as we labour in the place of His appointment can we claim God’s promise to supply all our needs.  Our main concern then should be to find the place where God wants us to labour, and to do the job as unto the Lord.

1
Before sin entered into the world, and before the curse came upon mankind, God had given work and responsibility as a very important part of man’s life.  What work did God give Adam?  (Genesis 2:15) .


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
The curse of God came upon Adam, because he sinned.  God sent him out of the garden to work by the sweat of his brow.  What kind of work was given him to do? (Genesis 3:23).


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
There are three short commands given in 1 Thessalonians 4:11 for all who want to follow God.  Please write these out.

a)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

c)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4
Paul gives two reasons for these short commands.  Please complete the verse (1 Thessalonians 4:12)

a)
“That you may walk (live) ………………………toward them that are without (the unsaved).”

b)
“That you may have ………………………………………………………………………………..”

5
What two things does the Bible say about a person who does not provide for his own family? (I Timothy 5:8)  Note: an infidel is an unbeliever.

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
Through the apostle Paul, God gave instructions concerning those who do not want to work.  What did Paul write? (2 Thessalonians 3:10)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7
It is suggested in the following verse (2 Thessalonians 3:11) that if we are not busy with work we become gossipers and trouble makers.  Supply the missing word which suggests this:


“For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are ……………………………………..”

8
What strict command does the apostle Paul give to those who instead of being workers are busybodies? (2 Thessalonians 3:12). ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

A
THE EMPLOYEE

1
After reading Colossians 3:22-24 answer the following questions by underlining the most correct statement, or word, in a), b) and c).

a)
Servants (employees) are to obey their employers in ALL/SOME/NO things.

b)
Servants are to serve their employers by:


1)
Doing only what he is told to do.


2)
Doing a job to impress the boss


3)
Doing more than is expected

c
We should do our work:


1)
Unwillingly, knowing that we are not being paid enough


2)
Eagerly and willingly, trying to please the Lord


3)
With the idea that we will show how inefficient the other workers are.

2
We may be serving the government, a business, a private employer, or a Christian organization but –

a)
If we are followers of Christ who are we really serving? (Colossians 3:23) ……………………

b)
Who, after all will give us our right wages? (Colossians 3:24) ………………………………….

3
What attitude should we, as servants of the Lord, have toward our employer?  Underline the most correct answer.

a)
We should honour our Heavenly Father but curse our employer

b)
We should love and honour our employer.

4
Christian servants should count their masters worthy of all honour.  Why? (1 Timothy 6:1)


“That the …………………………………….. and His ……………………………….be not blasphemed.”  (to blaspheme is to speak evil against)

5
A Christian should work hard and honestly for an employer who is also a believer because:  


(1 Timothy 6:2)

a)
“They are ………………………………………..”

b)
“They are …………………………………….and ……………………………………..”

6
Underline the most correct statement: (1 Peter 2:18)

a)
We, as servants, are to be in subjection to only the good and gentle masters.

b)
We are to be in subjection to both the good and the severe (forward) masters.

B
THE EMPLOYER

1
The employer must give that which is just and equal to those who work for him.  His conscience must help him in this.  Give one good reason why the employer must be fair in dealing with his workers.  (Colossians 4:1)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Is it right to threaten your employer?  (Ephesians 6:9)  YES/NO

3
Read Ephesians 6:9 then underline the correct answer.

a)
God respects the employer above the employee

b)
God despises all employers but loves employee’s

c)
God holds the employer and employee in equal respect
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4
A man who hires a servant but does not give him his wages is in God’s sight:

 (Jeremiah 22:13)


CURSED/BLESSED/EXALTED  (Underline the correct word)

5
The Lord Jesus Christ  gave two simple instructions to those who are ‘greater’ and ‘chief’.  Obeying these instructions is that which really proves greatness.  What are these two instructions?  (Luke 22:26)

a)
“He that is greatest among you ……………………………………………………………………”

b)
“He that is chief, …………………………………………………………………………………….”

6
How was the Lord Jesus Christ a special example to those who are in superior positions?


(Philippines 2:5-7)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON FOURTEEN:
Finance







Goldsmiths try to test gold with acid.  If there are any impurities the acid will eat them, showing up the false mixture in the gold.  This is called the acid test.  The ‘acid test’ of a true follower of Jesus Christ is seen in his honesty and attitude in financial matters.  Satan has undoubtedly defeated more Christians in this way than in any other.  What is your standard of honesty in financial things?  Let us now study what God expects of us.

1
The words “thou shalt not respect persons” in Deuteronomy 16:19 does not mean “showing respect”, but means ‘showing favouritism’!  We are told further that we should not “take a gift”.  This of course refers to taking bribes.  According to the text, why should we not take bribes?

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
Here is a rule to guide us in all matters of honesty.  Fill in the missing words and then learn the rule by heart.  (Deut 16:20)


“That which is …………………………………… shalt thou follow”

3
In what four main things are we told to be careful to do no unrighteousness? (Leviticus 19:35).  Note: ‘meteyard’ is a linear measure; ‘measure’ is a liquid measure.

a)
…………………………………………..
b)
……………………………………………

c)
………………………………………….

D)
……………………………………………

4
What does God say about our neighbour’s property? (Deut.19:14)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5
Zacchaeus had earned much of his money by cheating others.  But one day, he trusted Jesus Christ as His Saviour, his life was changed.  He made two statements that proved that he was converted.  What were these?  (Luke 19:8)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

A
WE SHOULD NOT SET OUR HEARTS ON  MONEY

1
 Many feel that getting money or worldly goods is great gain.  What does the Bible say is great gain?  (1 Timothy 6:6)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Not many can become rich and remain free from the evils that riches often bring.  What are three evils that await those who desire to become rich?  Fill in the missing words, thereby answering the question. (1 Timothy 6:9)

a)
They fall into …………………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
They fall into a ………………………………………………………………………………………..

c)
They fall into foolish and hurtful …………………………………………………………………….
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3
What does God say is a root of all kinds of evil?  (1 Timothy 6:10)


……………………………………………………..

4
What two-fold description is given of some who have reached after money?

 (1 Timothy 6:10)

a)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
Those who are Godly are encouraged to charge or instruct those who are rich in this present world.  What seven instructions are we to give to the rich? (1 Timothy 6:17,18)

a)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

c)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

d)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

e)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

f)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

g)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
The Lord Jesus said that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  This is true because:  (please underline the correct answer)

a)
God does not love rich men and so He only lets a few in

b)
Rich men often make riches their god and therefore find it very difficult to trust Christ completely for their salvation.

7
Instead of laying up for ourselves treasures upon the earth, what should we be doing?


(Matthew 6:19,20)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8a
Treasure can be stored on earth or in heaven.  What may happen to treasure stored on earth? (Matthew 6:20) …………………………………………………………………………..

8b
There is another danger in storing up treasure here on earth.  It is that we will not have an interest in heavenly things.  Please complete the statement which expresses his thought. (Matthew 6:21)


“Where your treasure is …………………………………………………………………………..”

9
What good reason is given in Hebrews 13:5 as to why we should not love money and why we should be content with such things as we have?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10
Money and riches are not evil in themselves.  It is only when our heart is set on riches more than God that they become evil.  The Bible tells us that God wants His people to prosper and be in health. (3 John:2).  In Joshua 1:8 we find the key to success.  We are to meditate (read and think about) in the Word of God every day and also obey the commands of God.  For then God says, “thou shalt make thy way……………………… and then thou shalt have …………………………………………………..”  John 1:8)
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B
WE SHOULD NOT WORRY ABOUT THE FUTURE

1
There are three things for which we should not be anxious.  What we shall eat, what we shall drink, and what we shall put on.   What should we do to make certain that we shall receive these three necessities?  (Matthew 6:31-33)



………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
We are told not to be anxious but to let our requests be made known to God.  In what three ways are we to let these requests be made known unto Him?  (Philippines 4:6)

a)
………………………………………………

b)
……………………………………………..

c)
……………………………………………..

3
What are we to do with anxiety or cares?  ( 1 Peter 5:7)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4
Psalm 23:1 states, “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.”  This means:


(please underline the correct answer)

a)
As a shepherd guards, feeds and cares for his sheep, so Jesus cares for His own.

b)
That we should no longer work since the Lord is the one who provides our needs.

C
WE SHOULD PUT GOD FIRST IN OUR LIFE

1
What are the dangers to our souls when we have eaten and are full and have built goodly houses and have dwelt therein, and our silver and gold is multiplied?  (Fill in the missing words from Deuteronomy 8:11-18)

a)
“then thine heart be ……………………………….” (verse 14)

b)
“and thou …………………………… the Lord thy God”  (verse 14)

c)
“and thou say in thine heart, …………………………………………………” (verse 17)

2
If a child of God is to be wealthy where does the power come from? (Deut. 8:18)


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

3
The Bible says that two types of people come to want, or poverty.  Who are these?


(Proverbs 22:16)

a)
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
From the parable given in Luke 12:15-21 state IN YOUR OWN WORDS why God described the rich man as ‘foolish’.


………………………………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………
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5
A covetous man is one who makes an idol of the thing he wants to possess.  It becomes his god.  What inheritance does such a man have in the kingdom of God? (1 Cor 6:9,10)


……………………………………………………………………………………………….

D
DEBT AND INTEREST

1
The Bible teaches that we are not to get ourselves in debt to any man, but what is it that we owe all men?  (Romans 13:8)………………………………………………………………….

2
‘Usury’ means ‘interest’.  What does the Bible teach us about loaning out our money to the poor in hope of getting interest?  (Exodus 22:25)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

3
The Bible describes the man who shall never be moved.  He is a man who is firm and reliable.  He is the same man who abides in God’s tabernacle, dwelling in God’s holy hill.  What eight things are said of this man who is enjoying such fellowship with God?

 (Psalm 15:1-3,5)

a)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

c)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

d)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

e)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

f)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

g)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

h)
………………………………………………………………………………………………...

4
What kind of man is he who borrows but does not pay back again? (Psalm 37:21)


……………………………………………………………………………………………….

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON FIFTEEN:

Disputes






What should a Christian’s attitude be toward those who oppose, persecute, and attack him?  Evangelist Dr.Oswald J Smith says, ‘For many years I have adopted a motto that has stood me in good stead.  It consists of but four words, “No Attack, No Defence”, I have never attacked anyone personally, and I never defend myself when I am attacked.  I leave the matter entirely with God.”  Here is a good motto for us to adopt as we study this lesson.

A
LAWSUITS AND DISPUTES

1
In 1 Corinthians 6:1-7 Paul describes a conflict between two Christian groups.  According to verse seven is it right for a Christian to go to law (court) to sue or accuse another Christian?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
Before whom should arguments amongst Christians be settled? (Underline correct answer)

a)
Before unrighteous authorities

b)
Before the saints, or a wise Christian brother

3
Instead of going to court, what should a Christian do when he finds that a Christian brother has trespassed (sinned) against him? (Matthew 18:15)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
When we go to our brother in the Lord to explain to him his sin against us, and he ignores us completely, what should we then do? (Matthew 18:16)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

5
If our brother refuses to hear the witness what is there left to do?


“Tell it unto …………………..    …………………….. “ (Matthew 18:17)

6
If the brother does not hear what the Church has to say, what can be done? (Matthew 18:17)


“Let him be unto thee ………………………………………. and a ……………………….”

7
What should we do when a brother sins? (Luke 17:3) (Underline the correct answer)

a)
We should do nothing to make him feel that he has done wrong.

b)
We should rebuke him and be willing to forgive him.

8
Jesus said, “And if he (a brother) sins against thee even seven times in the day, and seven times turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” (Luke 17:4). This means:


(Underline the correct answer)

a)
We should always be ready to forgive a person, no matter how often he sins against us.

b)
We should forgive a person only after he has asked for forgiveness at least seven times.

c)
We should never forgive a brother who repeatedly sins against us
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9
Who is to restore the man overtaken in a fault (sin) (Galatians 6:1)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

10
In what attitude (or spirit) should one restore a sinning brother? (Galatians 6:1)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

B
YOUR ENEMIES

1
If people hated Jesus Christ and you follow Him, then they will hate you for the same reason.  What example did Jesus leave for us in His last words while being crucified? 

(Luke 23:33,34)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
Abraham Lincoln said that the best way he knew for destroying his enemies was to make friends of them.  Jesus said “Love your enemies.”  Complete the following sentences which tell how we can win our enemies. (Luke 6:27-29).

a)
To those who hate us we should ………………………………………………………………

b)
To them that curse us we should ………………………………………………….…………..

c)
To them that despitefully use us we should …………………………………………………..

d)
To those who smite us on one cheek we should ………………………………………………

3
The Bible says, “Render to no man evil for evil.”  Tell briefly in your own words what this means.


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
What should our attitude be towards our enemy who has need? (Romans 12:20)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

5
How are we to overcome evil? (Romans 12:21)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
Suppose your enemy is seriously injured, or in trouble.  What should be your attitude?


(Proverbs 24:17,29) (Underline the most correct attitude)

a)
He got what he deserves and he needs more punishment.

b)
Here is my chance to take revenge

c)
Here is my chance to prove to Him that though I hate his wrong deeds, I love him.

7
God’s word says, “Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that ye should follow His steps.”  There are three definite steps by which we may follow Christ in His sufferings.  What are these?  (1 Peter 2:23)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

c)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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C
PERSECUTION FOR WHAT IS RIGHT

1
Jesus said that a servant is not greater than his Lord.  Since Jesus experienced persecution, what may those who are His servants expect?  (John 15:20)


……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2
Jesus warns all those who would follow Him that there may come a time when they would be persecuted and go to jail.  But Jesus did not say, “It will turn unto you for a tragedy”, but “It shall turn unto you for a …………………………………” (Luke 21:13)

3
Who will help us to know what to speak in times of trial? (Luke 21:14,15)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
Jesus taught His disciples that though the body may be killed, the soul which trusts in Jesus will never die.  Jesus also instructed that if we do not trust in Him, both our body and soul shall be cast into hell.  Fill in the missing words to the statements which suggest this truth. (Matthew 10:28)

a)
“Fear not them which …………………………………………………………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………..”

b)
“Rather fear Him which ……………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………..”

5
What belongs to him who is persecuted for righteousness sake?  (Matthew 5:10)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
Jesus describes the man as most happy or blessed when shall reproach, persecute and say all manner of evil against him falsely for Christ’s sake.  Jesus says, “Rejoice and be exceeding glad.”  Give two reasons why we should rejoice in Christ when under such persecution? (Matthew 5:11,12)

a)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

7
Two things have been given or granted us in the behalf of Christ.  What are they?


(Philippines 1:29)

a)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

8
We are told to be happy if we share in Christ’s sufferings.  We are told that we are blessed if we are reproached, that is suffer shame, because we follow Christ.  Why shall we be blessed if we so suffer? ( 1 Peter 4:13,14)


………………………………………………………………………………………………..

9
What should be the attitude of the Christian who suffers because he is a Christian?

(1 Peter 4:16).

a)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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10
The Lord Jesus tells us not to be surprised if we have tribulation in the world.  “Be of good cheer,”, He exhorts.  What reason is given in the text for our being of good cheer? 

(John 16:33)


………………………………………………………………………………………………..

PRAYER

Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me; fight against them that fight against me.

  Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt; 

Let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me.

Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause; Yea, let them say continually, Let the Lord be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.

And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.”

Psalm 35:1, 26-28

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON SIXTEEN:

Idolatry and witchcraft






God completely denies the power of idols.  However, He warns that “spiritism” is dangerous for it is the power of Satan.  In this lesson we shall learn more of the dangers of these two powerful instruments of Satan which take the place of worshipping God.

A
IDOLATRY

The dictionary defines an idol as “an image or representation of a god made or used as an object of worship.”  But let us remember that an idol can also be anything to which we are passionately devoted  -  whether that be money, education, pleasure or pride.

1
Exodus 20:4,5 gives three strict commands concerning “graven images”.  What are these three commands?

a)
“Thou shalt not ………………………………………….. any graven images”

b)
“Thou shalt not ………………………………………….. to them”

c)
“nor ……………………… them.”

2
Can you suggest one good reason why these commands were given? (Exodus 20:3)


……………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
Where does God live? (2 Corinthians 6:16)  (underline the most correct answer)

a)
In idols and temples

b)
In churches and buildings

c)
In human beings who love Him

4
Fill in the missing words so indicating what God says regarding separation from idols and ungodly things.


“Wherefore ……………………….. from among them, and …………………………………


saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing.”

5
What three promises are for those who do take the step of coming out from bondage and darkness into the fellowship of Christ? (2 Corinthians 6:17,18)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

c)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
Fill in the missing words: (1 Corinthians 8:4)


“We know that an …………………… is ……………………. in the world.”


This means:  (underline the correct answer)

a)
Idols can mean nothing to a worldly mind.

b)
Idols have no purpose or meaning for us who are in the world since they cannot help us to know the invisible God.
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7
The Bible says that idols are merely the work of man’s hands.  They are powerless.  They have mouths, eyes and ears but cannot speak, see or hear.  What is said of those who make such idols and trust them? (Psalm 135:15-18)


………………………………………………………………………………………………

8
When sacrifices are made by those who are Gentiles (heathen or unbelievers) to whom do they make them? (1 Corinthians 10:20)


………………………………………………………………………………………………..

B
WITCHCRAFT (Spiritualism and Fortune Telling)

1
Why should a person not turn to them that have familiar spirits (spiritualists), and wizards (witches or fortune tellers)? (Leviticus  19:31)


………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2
God spoke strongly to the Israelites who were inclined to turn from God in order to seek out information from ‘wizards’ and those having ‘familiar spirits’.  What warning given to them should we also heed? (Leviticus 20:6)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

3
Some feel that it doesn’t matter if one associates with those who have powers of speaking with evil spirits, so long as he himself does not practise such.  But the Bible condemns all these idolatrous practices.  What does God think of those who do such things?


(Deut.18:10-12)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
What good answer can you give to those who may advise you, “seek unto them that have familiar spirits and unto the wizards.” (Isaiah 8:19)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

5
What judgement came upon God’s people in Old Testament times when they used divination (foretelling future happenings in rites and ceremonies) and enchantments (casting spells by witchcraft)?  (2 Kings 17:17,18)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
Fill in the missing words that describe whether those who divine (foretell) speak the truth or not. (Zechariah 10:2).


“The diviners have seen a ……………..; and they have told ………………… dreams, they comfort in ………………………”

7
Fill in the missing words of 1 Samuel 15:23


“For ……………………………… is as the sin of witchcraft, and …………………………..


is as iniquity and idolatry.”
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8
In 1 Samuel 28:7-25 it seems that Samuel actually appeared to Saul, but in 1 Chronicles 10:13 it is clear that it was a familiar spirit imitating Samuel which appeared.

Note: “Familiar spirits” are demon spirits which possess mediums who have given their will over to them, to imitate dead human beings, make predictions, promote doctrines etc.

What punishment did King Saul receive for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit? (1 Chronicles 10:13,14)

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

9
The apostle Paul predicted Spiritism, or Spiritualism in 1 Timothy 4:1


Please complete this verse

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly (clearly) that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to …………………………………………, and ………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………”

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON SEVENTEEN:
Sickness







Good health is one of the most precious possessions we can have.  As the great comedian, Ed Wynn, says, “without health, riches, possessions and fame are all mud.”

Healing for the body is more closely connected with the soul than most people realise.  Healing is more than physical, more than mental, it is spiritual.  S.I.McMillen, M.D. in his book ‘None of these Diseases’ says, “Peace does not come in capsules!  This is regrettable because medical science recognizes that emotions such as fear, sorrow, envy, resentment and hatred are responsible for the majority of our sicknesses.  Estimates vary from 60 per cent to nearly 100 per cent.”

The basic requirement for good health is to live in right relationship with God and man.  Although there are many causes of sickness, much of it could be avoided by allowing the peace of God to reign in our hearts.  It is also important to eat the right kind of food, to exercise daily, and to fast at regular intervals.

God heals in many ways.  He heals through doctors and medicine, through love and understanding and through faith in the miraculous healing power of God.

A
SOME CAUSES OF SICKNESS

Please draw a line to the appropriate scriptures as in the example.

1
Physical breakdown through overwork


Exodus 15:26

2
Not discerning the Lord’s body



Acts 10:38

3
Sin (disobedience to God)




1 Cor.11:29,30

4
Being oppressed of the devil




Phil. 2:25-30

B
SOME OBJECTIONS TO DIVINE HEALING

1
Is it the will of the Lord?  Some people believe that God heals some and does not heal others according to His will.  The Bible does not teach this.

a)
Does God favour one person above another? (Romans 2:11)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
What did Jesus say to the leper who asked if it was His will to heal him? (Luke 5:12,13)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………

c)
Read the story of the man at the pool of Bethesda who had been sick for 38 years (John 5:1-9).  This time it was not the man who asked Jesus if it was His will to heal him, but Jesus asked him if he wanted to be healed.  What were the words that Jesus said to Him? 

(John 5:6)

……………………………………………………………………………………………
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d)
Read the story of the demon-possessed boy whom the disciples could not deliver.  (Mark 9:14-29).  The father of the boy brought him to Jesus and said, “If thou canst do anything have compassion on us, and help us.”  But Jesus corrected the father.  What did Jesus say?  Verse 23


………………………………………………………………………………………

2
Some teach that sickness can bring glory to God.  However we should note that it is never the sickness but the healing that brings glory to God.

a)
In the story of the man who was blind from his birth, how were ‘the works of God made manifest in him’? (John 9:1-38) (underline the correct answer)


1)
By his being blind


2)
By his being healed

b)
Jesus said that the sickness of Lazarus “is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby” (John 11:4)  How was the Son of God glorified? (underline the correct answer)


1)
By Lazarus being sick


2)
By the death of Lazarus


3)
By bringing Lazarus back to life again

3
Some of Paul’s fellow labourers in the gospel became sick.  The Bible does not teach that a Christian will never become sick anymore than it teaches that a Christian will never sin.  But just as it is not God’s will for a Christian to sin, so it is not God’s will for a Christian to remain sick.


In 2 Timothy 4:20 Paul said “Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.”  We also read of the sickness of Epaphroditus in Philippians 2:25-30.  It seems clear that these two men became sick through overwork in the gospel.  What does Paul say regarding the  cause of Epaphroditus’ sickness? (verse 30).


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4
Paul’s thorn in the flesh  -  2 Corinthians 12:7-10


The common teaching on Paul’s thorn in the flesh is that it was sickness presumed to be eye trouble.  Paul says it was a ‘messenger’ sent from satan.  The word ‘messenger’ infers a person, not a disease.  God assured Paul that this angel of satan was in His will and that grace would be provided to suffer all things that he should learn to depend wholly upon the power of God.  In every other reference in the Bible to a thorn or thorn in the flesh it has to do with an enemy.
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a)
God told His people to possess the land of Canaan and to drive the Canaanites out.  If they failed to do this what would the Canaanites become to them?

 (Numbers 33:55).

1)
“………………………….in your eyes”


2)
“………………………….in your sides”

b)
In 2 Corinthians 12:10 Paul gives us some idea of what this thorn in the flesh was.  What five things does he mention?


1
…………………………………


2
…………………………………


3
…………………………………


4
…………………………………


5
…………………………………

C
HEALING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1
God told the children of Israel that He would bless their bread and water if they would serve Him.  What promise did He give them in regard to sickness?


(Exodus 23:25)


………………………………………………………………………………………

2
In the story of Hezekiah, what did God do for the people when they got right with Him?  (2 Chronicles 30:20)


……………………………………………………………………………………….

3
One of the names of God is”Jehovah Rapha”.  What does this mean according to Exodus 15:26?


“I am the ……………………………………………………………………………..”

4
What conditions did Israel have to meet in order that none of the diseases of the Egyptians be put on them?  (Exodus 15:26)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………

c)
…………………………………………………………………………………………

d)
…………………………………………………………………………………………

5
In Psalm 103:3 we see the Lord as the Saviour from sin and the Healer of diseases.

a)
How many sins does He forgive? ……………………………………………………..

b)
How many diseases does He heal? ……………………………………………………

6
In Psalm 107:20 we find that the Lord healed the people by His ……………………
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D
HEALING IN THE NEW TESTAMAENT

1
Isaiah 53:4 says “Surely He (Jesus) has borne our griefs (sicknesses) and carried out sorrows (pains).”  Verse five says, “and with His stripes we are healed”  The fulfilment of this prophecy is found in Matthew 8:16,17.  According to verse 16 what did Jesus do for:

a)
Those possessed with demons:……………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
Those that were sick: …………………………………………………………………

2
In Mark 2:1-12 we find Jesus healing the man sick with the palsy.  Here salvation and healing seem to be related.  For the man to be healed Jesus could say one of two things:

a)
“Thy sins be …………………………………” OR

b)
“Arise and …………………………………………………………………………….”

3
There is no set pattern for healing in the Bible.  Sometimes Jesus came to the sick, at other times the sick came to Him, and sometimes He just sent His word.  One method of healing given to the Church is found in James 5:14,15

a)
The sick person is to call for …………………………………………………………..

b)
The elders are to ……………………………………. anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.

c)
“And the prayer of faith shall …………………………………………………………


and the Lord shall ……………………………………………………………..”

4
How many sicknesses and diseases did Jesus heal?  (Matthew 4:23)


…………………………………………………………………………………………

5
When news came that Jairus’ daughter had died, what did Jesus say? (Luke 8:50)


“Fear not ……………………………………………, and she shall be made whole.”

6
Jesus’ power was given to His disciples to meet not only the spiritual but also the physical needs of man.  What two things did He send His disciples forth to do?


(Luke 9:1,2)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON EIGHTEEN:
Suffering





The goldsmith refines his gold by melting it with an intense heat so that the impurities will come to the top.  He does not intend to harm the gold but desires to make it more useful and valuable.  God sees the lives of His children as unrefined gold.  He desires to purify His children and does so by putting them through the fires of affliction, troubles and sorrow.

1
Jesus Christ, through the Son of God, learned obedience only through a special way.  How did He learn this?  (Hebrews 5:8)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
If we suffer with Christ we shall also be ……………………………………………………. with Him. (Romans 8:17).

3
“If we ……………………………………., we shall also …………………. with Him”


(2 Timothy 2:12)

4
What does 2 Timothy 2:3 tell us that we should do?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

5
When Jesus turns sorrow into joy can anyone take it away?  (John 16:20,22)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6
John the disciple saw the revelation of Jesus and viewed heaven as it will be.  There are five things connected with sorrow that will not be in heaven.  List those five things below (Revelation 21:4)

a)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

e)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7
Romans 8:18 says that the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us.  This means: (underline the correct answer)

a)
Our sufferings are worthless

b)
Our glory and suffering shall be with us for ever.

c)
Our eternal reward will be so great that our present sufferings will seem as nothing

8
What is God to us in time of trouble?  (Psalm 46:1)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

9
Why should we glory in tribulations?  (Romans 5:3)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

10
In the days of old the Lord was the Saviour of the Israelites.  What happened to the Lord when His children were afflicted?  (Isaiah 63:8,9)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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11
There is much to learn from the verse in Isaiah 43:2 which mentions the child of God passing through the waters, in the rivers and in the fires.  Answer the following questions after studying this verse by underlining the correct word or words in capitals:

a)
God EXPECTS/DOES NOT EXPECT His children to pass through the waters of trouble.

b)
Rivers of opposition WILL/WILL NOT FLOW against the child of God.

c)
God WILL NOT LET US/EXPECTS US to walk through the fires of tribulation and troubles.

d)
God PROMISES/DOES NOT PROMISE to be with the believer when he passes through the waters of trouble.

e)
Rivers of opposition WILL/WILL NOT overflow God’s child.

f)
The child of God SHALL/SHALL NOT be burned when walking through the fires of tribulation

12
How can we be equipped to comfort those who are in any trouble? (2 Corinthians 1:3-5)


……………………………………………………………………………………………………….


……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Congratulations on having completed this lesson. 

 You have only two more lessons to do in order  to complete the course.

  May you continue to 

“grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

  (2 Peter 3:18)

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON NINETEEN:
Judgement







The Bible says, “It is appointed unto men once to die; but after this the judgement.”  (Hebrews 9:27).  For the Christian there is no fear in death because it is only a passing from this earthly life into the more glorious heavenly life.  But for the unbeliever it means judgement, hell, and everlasting punishment.  We need to understand clearly that there are two deaths  -  one for the body, and one for the soul.  The Christian soul will never die for he has received eternal life  -  but his body will die.  However, even our bodies will be restored to us in a new form.  This is what Jesus meant when He said, “he that believeth in me, though he were dead (his body) yet shall he live (his soul);   And whosoever liveth and believeth  in me shall never die” (John 11:25,26)

1
Ecclesiastes 12:7 says, “Then shall the dust (body) return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it”

a)
Where does the body go when a person dies?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
Where does his spirit go?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
The apostle Paul explained death in a similar way in 2 Corinthians 5:8.  To him death meant “to be absent from the body, and to be ……………………………………………………………………..”

3
Please read the words of  Jesus in Revelation 1:18 and answer the following questions:

a)
Did Jesus’ body die once?……………………………………………………………………………..

b)
Will Jesus die again? ………………………………………………………………………………….

c)
Who now holds the keys of death? ……………………………………………………………………

4
At the time of death of a believing loved one the Christian can say, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  Why can we praise God, even at such a time?  (Job 1:21)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
Because of suffering and death, what was Jesus crowned with? (Hebrews 2:9)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
Our Saviour Christ Jesus did two things through the Gospel.  What are these? (2 Timothy 1:10)

a)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7
Because Jesus is the resurrection and the life, what does He promise to those who believe in Him? (John 11:25,26).


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8
Death has no victory over those who follow the Lord Jesus. Nor does death have any sting. (1 Corinthians 15:55-57).

a)
Who gives us victory over death? ……………………………………………………………………..

b)
How? …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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9
What do we have left if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved (that is, if we should die)?


2 Corinthians 5:1


………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

10
We are told that though others sorrow over loved ones who die, Christians should not sorrow in the same way over believing loved ones who die.  The reason that our sorrow is not the same and we are not in despair is because we have a great hope.  Tell briefly what the Christian’s hope is over a loved one who has “fallen asleep” in death. (1 Thess.4:13,14)


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11
The most encouraging truth to the Christian is that Jesus Christ is coming back again.  Two strange but wonderful things will take place at that time.  State what they are by completing the statement below;  (1 Thess.4:16,17)

a)
The dead in Christ ……………………………………………………………………………………..

b)
We who are alive shall together with the dead be caught up in the clouds to …………………………


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

12
When our body dies and is buried it is compared to the planting of a seed.  The seed must die in order that a new plant may come up.  Even so our body must die, but when Christ returns it will be raised up a new and different body ( 1 Corinthians 15:35-44)  From verses 42-44 please state four ways in which the body is sown and four ways in which it will be raised.

a)
It is sown in ………………………………
It is raised in …………………………………..

b)
It is sown in ……………………………...
It is raised in …………………………………..

c)
It is sown in ………………………………
It is raised in …………………………………..

d)
It is sown in ………………………………
It is raised in …………………………………..

13
If we are faithful unto death what will God give us?  (Revelation 2:10)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

GROWING IN GRACE

LESSON TWENTY:

Daily living 






A
BIBLE READING

The Bible is the Christian’s food.  It is a living book and through it God will speak to you.

1
How did Jesus say man should live?  Matthew 4:4


………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
What did Jesus say about the Word of God?  John 17:17


……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
Why is it important to study the Bible?  2 Timothy 2:15


……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
What are the Scriptures able to do for us?

a)
2 Timothy 3:15 ………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
John 15:3 …………………………………………………………………………………………….

c)
Acts 20:32 ……………………………………………………………………………………………

5
What four things are the Scriptures profitable for?  2 Timothy 3:16

a)
……………………………………….

b)
……………………………………….

c)
……………………………………….

d)
……………………………………….

6
Psalm 119:11 says “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”  From this verse tell why it is important to memorize the Word of God?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7
Would reading or hearing God’s Word tend to increase our faith?  Romans 10:17


………………………………………..

B
PRAYER

Prayer is the Christian’s air.  Just as air is necessary to keep the body alive, so prayer is essential to keep us spiritually alive for God.

1
What did Jesus say about prayer?  Luke 18:1


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
Should you ever stop (cease or give up) praying?  1 Thess.5:17


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3
Why are we to ask or pray?  John 16:24


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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4
How can you be sure that God hears your prayer?  1 John 5:14


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5
How are we to pray?

a)
John 14:13
………………………………………………………………………………………

b)
1 John 5:14
………………………………………………………………………………………

c)
Mark 11:24
………………………………………………………………………………………

6
What two conditions has God asked you to meet before He will answer your prayer?  

a)
John 15:7 …………………………………………………….

b)
1 John 3:22 …………………………………………………..

7
What two things does Jesus say we should do to overcome temptation?  Matthew 26:41

a)
………………………………………………………………

b)
………………………………………………………………

C
WITNESSING

As exercise is necessary to our physical health, so witnessing is essential to spiritual health.  As we begin to grow spiritually through Bible reading and prayer, we must exercise by putting into practice the things we have learned.  This will involve witnessing by the way you live as well as by what you say.

1
What does Jesus tell us to do in Mark 16:15?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2
What are we called in Matthew 5:14?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3
Why are we to let our light shine? Matthew 5:16


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4
What should our message be to those without Christ?

a)
Romans 3:23
………………………………………………………………………………………...

b)
Romans 6:23
………………………………………………………………………………………...

c)
Romans 14:12
………………………………………………………………………………………...

d)
Romans 10:9
………………………………………………………………………………………...

5
Was the apostle Paul ashamed of the gospel of Christ?  Why?  Romans 1:16


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6
God has promised, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you”  (Hebrews 13:5)  Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come and make us effective witnesses for Him (Acts 1:8)  Should we then be afraid to tell others about the Lord Jesus Christ?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7
Has God given us the spirit of fear?  2 Timothy 1:7


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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8
It is satan (the devil) who puts fear in our hearts.  What will cast this fear out?  1 John 4:18


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Congratulations on finishing your course!  We would be happy to know what this study has meant to you.  In the space below write briefly as to how this study has helped you.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

